
 

 

 
Open Access Jargon Buster 

 
Open Access when applied to publications means that the content is freely available to anyone 
anywhere in the world that has an internet connection. This guide is to help with some of the terms 
that you may come across related to Open Access. 
 
AM/AAM = Author Manuscript/Accepted Manuscript/Author Accepted Manuscript: the post-peer 
review version of a research output/publication, incorporating changes from peer review, normally a 
Word document with no publisher markings but may be a template. The AM is required for 
repository open access for e.g. REF and UKRI and can be cited as you would cite the final published 
version as the content is identical. 
 
AO/Author’s Original: the pre-peer review version of a research output. It may have been submitted 
but no decision received. Also known as a preprint or submitted manuscript 
 
APC/Article Processing Charge: fee charged by some journals for publishing an article open access 
 
CC BY: the open access license required by many funders for publisher open access. CC BY stands for 
Creative commons Attribution. The license allows users to share and adapt the material in any way 
including for commercial purposes, to the benefit of society, so long as attribution/credit is given to 
the creator. https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/ 
 
Creative Commons licenses: Creative Commons is an organisation which has released freely-
available copyright licenses. These licenses allow people to say how they would like to share their 
work. They are designed to help people share their works more easily without barriers at the point 
of use. It tells the user what they can do with the work https://creativecommons.org/choose/. 
Licenses take the form of CC (Creative Commons) followed by 1- 3 sets of 2 letters. 
https://library.soton.ac.uk/ld.php?content_id=33836518  

BY – Credit must be given to the creator 

NC – Only noncommercial uses of the work are permitted 

ND – No derivatives or adaptations of the work are permitted 

 SA – Adaptations must be shared under the same terms 
 
CRIS: Current Research Information System – ours is Pure  
 
DOI: (Digital Object Identifier) This is a permanent identifier to enable a user to find an item 
electronically. For example, a journal article can have a DOI that looks like this: 10.1000/182 
 
Embargo: the length of time after publication required by some publishers for the AM in a repository 
to be restricted before it can be made open access, may be 6-48 months. Our repository team set 
any required embargoes. (This is separate to a press embargo) 
 
ePrints Soton: our institutional repository, fed by Pure 
 
eprints@soton.ac.uk: our email address for your open access questions 



 

 

 
Fully Open Access Journal: A journal where it’s entire content is open access and available to 
anyone with an internet connections, authors may  have to pay an Article Processing charge/APC to 
publish in the journal. 
 
Gold Open Access: the journal article is made open access on the journal website, and is available 
to any internet user. Also known as Publisher Open Access. Typically requires payment of an APC, 
may be sponsored by an organisation, or may be covered by a deal we have with the publisher: 
https://library.soton.ac.uk/openaccess/agreements 
 
Green Open Access: self-archiving the Accepted Manuscript in Pure. Also known as Repository 
Open Access. Our repository team will add any required publisher embargo, after which time it will 
be open access via ePrints Soton. There is no additional cost to the author to make an publication 
open access this way. 
 
Hybrid Journal: a subscription journal containing a mix of both open access and paywalled content. 
Many of our publisher agreements are designed to help hybrid journals transition to full open access 
and are usually supported by open access block grants.  
  
 
Institutional Repository: an archive for collecting, preserving, and disseminating digital copies of 
the research outputs of an institution. ePrints Soton is the University of Southampton’s 
 
OABG: acronym we sometimes use in the Library for the Open Access Block Grants provided by 
funders in support of publishing research outputs. These funds may be available for research articles 
acknowledging these funders grants in fully open access journals. 
https://library.soton.ac.uk/openaccess/howto 
 
ORCID ID: This is a unique researcher ID. It helps avoid confusion between researchers with the 
same or similar names. ORCID stands for Open Researcher and Contributor IDentifier.  
 
Press Embargo: A press embargo is when authors cannot publicly share details of their article/book 
etc until a date set by the publisher – usually the date of first publication. This is important for press 
releases and taxonomic works. Please contact eprints@soton.ac.uk if a press embargo is required on 
your research output.  
 
Publisher Open Access: the journal article is made open access on the journal website, and is 
available to any internet user. Also known as Gold Open Access.  
 
Pure: is the University’s Current Research Information System. It is a closed system available to 
University staff and Post Graduate Research students. Research Outputs are then uploaded to Pure 
and then published to ePrints which is the University public Institutional Repository.  
 
REF: Research Excellence Framework, the system for assessing the quality of research in UK higher 
education institutions. 
 
Repository Open Access: Also known as green open access. Authors upload permitted versions of 
their publications to a repository so any internet user can access the content. Typically, this is the 
accepted manuscript or the Author’s original. There are different types of Repository Open Access, 
Institutional such as ePrints Soton or Subject such as ArXiv. 



 

 

 
Research Outputs: A research output is anything published/produced from research. It can be a 
journal article, conference paper, book, thesis, Music score, software (and many more) 
 
Sherpa Romeo: Sherpa Romeo is an online database of journals Open access policies. We use it to 
check journal embargo periods. 
 
Subscription journal: a subscription journal contains paywalled content. Also known as a hybrid 
journal. University users will often have access to a journal as the University has purchased a 
subscription. 
 
Transformative Agreement/TA: a deal we have with a publisher, generally negotiated nationally, 
providing open access at no cost to the author. Find out more: 
https://library.soton.ac.uk/openaccess/agreements 
 
Version of Record (VoR): Version of Record (VoR) is also known as the definitive, authorised, 
formal, or published version, although these terms may not be synonymous. 
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