Discover Maritime History – The Socio-Economic Position of Mariners (lesson 6)
The following is a typed version of an extract of a lay subsidy return from the year 1571. 
Monetary values were given in pounds (£), shillings (s) and pence (d). £1 = 20s, 1s = 12d.
	Humber Ward [in the town of Hull, 1571] 
National archives ref. E179/204/292


	Edmund Latham, in goods
	[bookmark: _GoBack]£20 [valuation]
	£1 [paid in tax]

	James Chapman, in goods
	£10
	10s

	John Collinson, in goods
	£6
	6s

	John Hall, in goods
	£7
	7s

	Thomas Empson,  in goods
	£7
	7s

	Stephen Prestwood, in goods
	£5
	5s

	George Brown, in goods
	£5
	5s

	Edward Preston, in goods
	£9
	9s

	Alexander Bonwick, in goods
	£4 10s
	4s 6d

	Richard Reed, in goods
	£4
	4s

	Robert London, in goods
	£3 10s
	3s 6d

	Christopher Dowe, in goods
	£5
	5s

	Henry Duffield, in goods
	£3 
	3s

	Robert Collinson, in goods
	£3 10s
	3s 6d 

	Thomas Keatche, in goods
	£3
	3s

	Richard Ward, in goods
	£3
	3s

	Walter Hall, in goods
	£3
	3s

	Thomas Wilson, in goods
	£3
	3s

	Thomas Eriett, in goods
	£3
	3s

	Thomas Hewett, in lands
	£40
	2s 8d

	Christopher Harrison, in goods
	£3
	3s

	John Carwood, in lands
	£40
	2s 8d

	James Hewett, in goods
	£3
	3s

	Thomas Cowle, in goods
	£3
	3s

	John Brown, in goods
	£3
	3s


The information on the board shows the voyages for several mariners in the town of Hull.
Using the information above and on the board, work through the activities overleaf.


1) Find the four men listed on the board and note their names and valuations in the table below 
2) In the “ranking” column figure out how each shipmaster ranks in the ward in terms of their wealth. The wealthiest individual will be ranked “1”.
3) In the final column, calculate the percentage of men that were valued lower than each shipmaster. For example, if the shipmaster was wealthier than 15/25 individuals in the ward, they were wealthier than 60% of the ward. 
	Forename
	Surname
	Valuation
	Ranking in the ward
	Wealthier than ? % of the ward

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


Now think about the following questions:
1) What does this data say about the range of individuals that were involved in maritime commerce?
2) What does this data say about the wealth that could be accumulated through maritime commerce?
3) Looking at the voyage start and end points, what does this data say about the socio-economic position of individuals that traded only within England compared to those that traded overseas?
If you finish, try this: 
The lay subsidy return on page one has been typed up and modernised. The original document contained early modern monetary values. Using the key, see if you can modernise the valuations below (taken from a separate lay subsidy return). The first has been filled in for you. 
	Key:
	
	Original text
	Modern monetary values

	x = 10
v = 5
i = 1
s = shillings
d = pence
	
	St Mary Ward [in the town of Hull, 1571]

	
	
	Christopher Stockdale
	£xx
	xxs
	£20
	£1

	
	
	William Gee
	£xxvi xiiis iiiid
	xxvis viiid
	
	

	
	
	Robert Gaiton
	£xx 
	xxs
	
	

	
	
	John Remmington
	£xii
	xvis
	
	

	
	
	
	John Rotsey
	£xiii vis viiid
	xiiis iiiid
	
	

	
	
	
	John Harrison
	£vii
	viis
	
	

	
	
	
	Richard Lodge
	£vi
	vis
	
	

	
	
	
	George Flinton
	£vi
	vis
	
	


Note: remember that there were 20 shillings in a pound and 12 pence in a shilling. You may need to convert shillings into pounds and pence into shillings. For example, if the return listed 20 shillings, this was actually £1.
