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Algae-UK: an expanded and more ambitious network

microalgae cyanobacteria macroalgae

And going beyond photobioreactors…

And beyond high-value products…



Addressing environmental problems using algae

…and contributing to the circular economy
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Network activities, training and 
funding opportunities



Network activities/funding open to members include:

• Free conferences and workshops
• Funded training courses, placements & industrial secondments
• Free ECR events
• Undergraduate summer studentships
• Overseas missions and international engagement activities
• Sponsorship of relevant ‘third-party’ conferences and T&S support for attendees
• Financial support for creation of guideline resources (regulations, standards, market 

potential, etc.)
• Public outreach activities

• Development of school projects 

• STEM engagement

• Support for ad hoc activities that promote the network missions

• Proof-of-Concept funding  (£50k - £100k) and Business Interaction Vouchers (£10k)



External sources of funding

Greenhouse Gas Removal Demonstrators
Workshop to be held 16th October
interdisciplinary initiative funded under Wave 2 of the Strategic Priorities Fund 
(SPF), representing an investment of £31.5 million
2 main calls:

A call to establish GGR Demonstrator facilities
A call for a Directorate Hub

ISCF Industrial Decarbonisation Research and Innovation Centre – Champion
This call is the first stage to fund a £20M Research and Innovation Centre as 
part of the Industrial Strategy Challenge Fund (ISCF) Industrial Decarbonisation
Challenge. 
This call will provide £100,000 of funding for one successful Industrial 
Decarbonisation Champion six month grant 
followed by one £19.9 million Research and Innovation Centre which will be 
funded until 31 March 2024.
Call closes 22nd October 2019



External sources of funding

UKRI Interdisciplinary Circular Economy Coordinator
https://epsrc.ukri.org/funding/calls/ukri-interdisciplinary-circular-
economy-coordinator/
Intent to submit by 31st October 2019
Closing date 19th November 2019

UKRI Interdisciplinary Circular Economy Centres
https://epsrc.ukri.org/funding/calls/ukri-interdisciplinary-circular-
economy-centres/
Intent to submit 19th November 2019
Closing date 5th December 2019

https://epsrc.ukri.org/funding/calls/ukri-interdisciplinary-circular-economy-coordinator/
https://epsrc.ukri.org/funding/calls/ukri-interdisciplinary-circular-economy-centres/


External sources of funding

International Partnering Awards
• To set up partnership links between UK and European 

laboratories
• To promote the exchange of scientists, particularly early career 

scientists
• To promote access to facilities.
Funds up to £30k to be used for travel, subsistence and other 
activities, such as workshops or exchanges.
Closing date 14th November 2019

Transforming the UK food system for healthy people and a 
healthy environment

• £25 million call for research to fundamentally transform 
the UK food system, by placing healthy people and a 
healthy natural environment at its centre.

Closing date: 29th November 2019



External sources of funding

Smart Grants July-Oct 2019
Total fund £25M, projects up to £2M (£3M with permission)
game-changing, innovative or disruptive ideas with a view to 
commercialisation. All proposals must be business focused.
https://ktn-uk.co.uk/funding/innovate-uk-smart-grants-july-oct-2019
Closing date 16th October 2019

GCRF demonstrate impact in meeting sustainable development goals: phase 1
Projects can cost £85-£120k with a maximum grant award of up to £60k
support projects that address one or more SDGs, including SDG 6: clean 
water and sanitation. Stepping stone to Phase 2
https://ktn-uk.co.uk/funding/gcrf-demonstrate-impact-in-meeting-the-
sustainable-development-goals-phase-1
Closing date 13th November 2019

https://ktn-uk.co.uk/funding/innovate-uk-smart-grants-july-oct-2019
https://ktn-uk.co.uk/funding/gcrf-demonstrate-impact-in-meeting-the-sustainable-development-goals-phase-1


External sources of funding

Knowledge Transfer Partnerships
• Helps UK businesses to innovate and grow by linking them with an 

academic. The academic partner helps to recruit a suitable graduate. The 
graduate works at the company but the academic acts as employer.

• Depending on company size 50-67% of costs covered by funding body.
• Projects last for 12-36 months
https://ktn-uk.co.uk/funding/knowledge-transfer-partnerships-winter-
2019spring-2020
Next two application dates: 11th December 2019; 5th February 2020.

KTN SPARK Awards
• 10 x £10k awards for collaboration between industry and academia.
• Money goes to academic to work on something for industry partner
• Projects must be in one of the following four market sectors; Livestock and 

Aquaculture, Food and Drink, Industrial Biotechnology, and Plants & Crops.
https://ktn-uk.co.uk/news/ktn-spark-awards-2019
Closing date 1st November 2019

https://ktn-uk.co.uk/funding/knowledge-transfer-partnerships-winter-2019spring-2020
https://ktn-uk.co.uk/news/ktn-spark-awards-2019


twitter.com/Algae_UK

twitter.com/EBNetUK

www.algae-uk.org.uk

www.ebnet.ac.uk



Algae-UK

Biomass Biorefinery Network

Carbon recycling

Metals in Biology

Environmental Biotechnology

High Value Biorenewables

The 6 phase II NIBB
(2019-2024)


