You may already be thinking about your next article by the time the first one is published but that doesn’t mean you have to forget about it!
The University of Southampton CHEP Researcher Development Hub offers guidance on disseminating your work, including communicating your research, and planning and tracking your academic impact.
If your article is open access with a CC BY licence, you and any co-authors retain the copyright and you can share it in any way you like, on any platform you choose. This includes academic networking sites such as ResearchGate, Humanities Commons and LinkedIn.
If your article was published behind a paywall so that it is only available to subscribers, make sure you know how you can legally share each version of your article. The publisher may hold the copyright to the final published version, but you may be able to share your Author Accepted Manuscript. This is known as “self-archiving”, and there should be relevant information on the journal webpages. You can always check with the Library Open Research team if you are not sure.

You, or one of your co-authors, will have created a record for your article in Pure as soon as it was accepted. This will populate both our institutional repository and University of Southampton staff profile pages.
Pure receives automated imports of updated journal article information from Scopus, enabling our Library team to update your Pure record with the publication date, volume numbers and page numbers when your article has been published.

Altmetrics are a great way of measuring how much attention your journal article has received online. One of the key benefits of altmetrics is that they build more quickly than traditional metrics, based on citations, since it may take months or years before your paper starts being cited in other journal articles. However, there are no standards or regulations for altmetrics, and not all attention is good attention.
For example, a paper from 2019 titled ‘Experimental replication shows knives manufactured from frozen human feces do not work’ received a lot of online attention, but this was mostly for the humour value people derived from the title rather than it being recognised as a significant piece of research. 
Author metrics and article metrics can be a useful tool to help assess impact, but remember that numbers only tell part of the story and they should be used to support expert judgement.

