Copyright can seem confusing when it comes to journal articles but the Library team are here to help if you have any questions.
If you are publishing your article open access in a journal, you will be asked to select a Creative Commons licence. The Creative Commons Attribution licence, also called CC BY, is required by many funders with open access policies.
CC BY is a very permissive licence allowing anyone to read and reuse your article in any way providing they cite you, so you will still receive credit for your work.
You can find out more about Creative Commons licences on our Copyright for researchers page.
Always check what your funder open access policy requires before you submit your paper.
If your article will be published behind a paywall, meaning the final published version is only available to subscribers, you will be asked to sign a Copyright Transfer Agreement. This gives the publisher copyright of the final published article, but you can retain the rights to prior versions.
This means that you can share your Author Accepted Manuscript version of your article (the version incorporating all changes resulting from peer review) via our institutional repository. If your article is not published open access, you will need to do this to fulfil the University of Southampton Open Access Policy. The publisher may still be able to insist on an embargo period of 6 to 48 months before your Author Accepted Manuscript can be made available from a repository. Our repository team will check and set the embargo on your behalf.
You can also choose to retain all rights to your Author Accepted Manuscript by adding a ‘Rights Retention’ statement to the Funder Acknowledgements section when you submit your paper to the journal, and add it to any cover letters/notes accompanying the submission. This means your Author Accepted Manuscript can be made openly available without any embargo. The Rights Retention wording we recommend is:
“For the purpose of open access, the author has applied a Creative Commons Attribution (CC BY) licence to any Author Accepted Manuscript version arising"
You may need to obtain permissions to reuse a table, figure or other content from a published journal article in your own work. If the original work was published with a CC BY licence, all you need to do is cite the original source. In other situations you will need to apply for permission, which is usually a very straightforward process. Find out more in our reuse permissions guide and our copyright for researchers page.
You may want to either publish a journal article and then reproduce content in your thesis, or just content from your published thesis in a journal article. 
Journal Publishing Agreements generally have a list of reasonable post-publication uses, including the right to reproduce content in your thesis, either in the original form or adapted. 
Additionally, most journal publishers do not view a thesis as prior publication and some publishers (for example Elsevier) provide guidance on how to wite a journal article from a thesis.  However, plagiarism detectors might cause an automatic rejection so we recommend that you always let the journal editor when work has been included in your thesis. Always check the journal website for information on prior publication and post-publication use.

