LANGSNAP Guide 2: Challenges for the Teaching Assistant, by Dr Patricia Romero de Mills
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What the average student predicts a teaching
assistantship does for their linguistic development
(ornot):
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Stage 2: Questioning common beliefs.

Activity 4a: Introducing qualitative data from the LANGSNAP project.

Aim: To illustrate the most common beliefs surrounding language learning and teaching assistantships, and to question whether there is enough
evidence to hold this view, often observe amongst students, ML staff and even promotional literature/websites.

Time: 5-7 minutes

Classroom arrangement: Forum

Procedure:

- Show these quotes to the students. Explain they come from interviews with students who, like them, were preparing to spend a period abroad
(these students were going for nine months). Do they agree with these opinions? Are these their wrries t00? Is there anything else they worry
about or are any of these aspects something they don't worry about at all? Gather their thoughts.
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Dear. [tutar],

1 would like to stay in [tom, cowtrs] for ever! But I mst e back to conplete ay
studies, For this reason I an applying for @ mst as an International Stulent
Ensacenent Assistant []

I feel ked for having written [the previous e-mill to wou, hecaswe after I sent it,
I started to wderstand how the school worked and the rositive side of livine 13
sl tow in [region]. My opinions chaneed comletely tovards the end of the year,
an after Christues, | LOVED BVERTIHING! Now | an sad tecaste | ooy 1 will miss
the tow] . 1 feel very wrivileeed now !
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Stage 5: A balanced view.

Activity 1: Exploring the positive opinions expressed by returning students, or students who discussed their views towards the end of their period
abroad.

Aim: To help students see that it is natural to develop negative/pessimistic feelings towards the host culture of their life abroad. Statistically, the
experience as a whole seems to improve after a half point (for the LANGSNAP participants who stayed for 9 months, the break through was
invariably “after Christmas”

Classroom arrangement: Forum.

Time: 5 minutes.

Procedure:

- Project this e-mail which shows how the perspective of the student who had expressed concerns about her experience changed.

~Move on to the following quotes which also show a positive attitude towards the experience.
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Read againt

1 an really mot enjoying working for the British Cownill 1 an ina tiny school in

j
[region] and nost of my tisetable is teaching Science. 1 only have one Enelish

16 class! It is really kard herause the stulents do ot wnderstand the topics in [local

language] lot alone Enelish and I an ot alloved to speak any [local lansuage] to
clarity, which fakes thines even harder. [...] they can ask me to prepare somethine
as at the mimite [ just walk into a class and they €ive ne a ren and say “Teach the
digestive systen, teach the sksleton, teach the layers of the Farth’. I have mt
Isarnt thess topics for years so I find it very difficult! There are even sometises
whers 1 just stand in the corner so that the teacher can teach!
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Stage 4b: Planning together

Activity 6a: Discussing strategies to cope with possible scenarios: Teaching subjects through English.
Aim: To allow student to think of possible strategies BEFORE the workshop convenor provides any.
Classroom arrangement: Pair work/small groups.

Time: 5-7 minutes.

Procedure:
- Project this quote (or provide the relevant hand-out).

- Asksstudents to think about three possible solutions/suggestions they could give to the author of this e-mail.
- What could they do from today to prepare for this possible scenario?
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Be flexible
Planwell but be willingto improvise

Use your colleagues

Make friends outside the school

Keep appropriate assistant/student
boundaries

Be aware of the way the school works

If a student does badly, don’t blame yourself
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Notes: Please see bibliography to access the full article.
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