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Guidelines for writing an Integrated Style Dissertation in Education
The main objectives in writing a dissertation are to demonstrate:

1. a mastery of a body of knowledge within your field

2. an ability to make [critical] use of published work and source materials;

3. an appreciation of the relationship of the dissertation theme and the wider field of knowledge;

4. a capacity to make a [distinct] contribution to the body of knowledge about education and the social sciences

5. a capacity to conduct an [original] empirical investigation or testing of ideas 

6. an ability to draw out the implications of research conclusions for education

Dissertations, typically, follow a five-chapter structure. Detail for each of these elements can be found in the pages that follow.

Chapter 1
introduces the research problem and then sets the scene for the description of the research

Chapter 2 
discusses the research problem in relation to existing knowledge developed during previous research

Chapter 3
the methodologies and specific methods used in your primary data collection

Chapter 4
the findings at which both the results and discussion of the results are presented

Chapter 5
conclusions about the research problem based on the results of chapter 4. 

Length

The dissertation should be approximately 16000 words. Dissertations over 17000 words are likely to be considered overly wordy and dissertations less than 15000 words would be unlikely to adequately provide the expected materials. Abstract, tables of contents etc, tables, graphs, references, and appendices do not count towards the word length. A rough guide to the weighting of the chapters are as follows:

Introduction


1,000 - 1,500 words

Review of Literature
3,500 - 4,000 words

Methodology


2,500 - 3,000 words

Findings


5,500 – 6,000 words

Conclusion 


1,000 - 1,500 words

For further detail read

Creswell, J. (1994/2003). Research Design: Qualitative and Quantitative Approaches. Thousand Oaks: Sage.

Chapter 1: Introduction

The purpose of the introduction chapter is to provide readers with the background information for the research reported in the subsequent chapters. Generally introductions in the social science follow the ‘deficiencies model’, which involves presenting the research problem, providing a brief overview of the literature concerning the problem and outlining their deficiencies, then explaining the importance of undertaken the research and finally a specific statement of the research problem and questions.

A typical structure would be:

Introduction

Background to the Research

Research Problem followed by the aim or objectives / purpose statement and research questions

Justification of the Research

- relevance and significance of the study,

- who will benefit;

- who will use your conclusions; policy makers/ practitioners/ researchers

- why they will use it

Summary

Chapter 2: The Literature Review

The second chapter serves several purposes. It shares with the reader the results of other studies that are closely related to the study being reported. It also relates a study to the larger on-going dialogue in the literature about a topic. It provides a framework for establishing the importance and relevance of the study as well as setting a benchmark for comparing your results with other studies (see Creswell, 2003)

A typical Chapter 2 would use a funnelling approach. First, the wider theory is presented and discussed. Next, empirical research that has addressed your topics is reviewed. Then specific research that has examined your topic in the same context is presented. For example, a study examining motivation of employees in sporting organisations would begin by presenting the current theories and thinking about workplace motivation. Then it would examine current empirical research on the topic and thirdly it would look at other studies that have examined motivation or similar concepts in sporting organisations.

It is worth noting that literature concerning your topic is used in three places in the dissertation. Chapter 1 uses literature to ‘frame’ the problem; Chapter 2 presents the ‘review of the literature’; and Chapter 5 uses the literature mentioned in Chapters 1 and 2 as a basis for comparing and contrasting the findings of the study.

Chapter 3: Methodology

Chapter 3 describes the philosophy of the research design and the procedures used to undertake your research.  It is written so that the procedures are explicit and thereby another researcher should be able to replicate the research.  The chapter comprises of two parts.

Firstly, the research philosophy (the theoretical underpinning of the methods) is clearly explained.  There should be a clear statement of the issues for investigation and a rationale for the choice of methods by which these are to be investigated.

Secondly, the chapter explains the methods and techniques that were used. The chapter should cover such things as: setting and participants; procedures used to collect data, and the major ways the data was analysed. Thus, this chapter describes the methods adopted in far more detail than the initial description in the first chapter

A typical structure would be:

Introduction

Research philosophy and design

Description/justification of participants and the method(s) of selection

Description/justification of data collection methods

Description/ justification of collection instrumentation

Outline of the proposed data analysis methods

Limitations of your methods (may be presented here or in Chapter 5)

Ethics and Risk Management procedures

Summary

Chapter 4: The Findings

The chapter should be clearly organised using appropriate headings that are usually associated with the research questions preferably in the same order as the questions. The chapter must contain explanatory text that introduces the chapter (link it with the previous chapter), paragraphs that introduce each section by linking them to research questions, text that presents main findings with clarity and impact, and explains detail closely associated with these findings. That is, the chapter will be largely text in appropriate headed sections. However, to add variety as well as simplicity, this chapter often makes use of other forms of presentation of information such as tables and charts

A typical structure would be:

Introduction

Give the reader a feel for the participants.

Report the major themes by a narrative incorporating…

etic: interpretations -researchers summarised codes

emic: actual words, examples from interviews

Discuss relationships between themes

Discuss differences between sub groups

Relate findings to the literature as you go

Summary

Chapter 5: The Conclusion

Chapter 5 is sometimes marred by lack of impact and insightfulness. So the writer must make a special effort to ensure that this chapter is worthy of the rest of the dissertation. This is a final statement or summary of the findings. You are free to add your personal interpretation of the results and link what you have found to other existing literature. In this section remind the reader of the purpose of this study and how relates to your research.

A typical structure would be:

Introduction

Summary of Findings
Recommendations
Limitations

Implications for Policy and Practice

Further Research

Concluding Statement

