Risk Assessment Form

	Name of procedure/chemical/equipment to be assessed 
(please attach method sheets or SOP’s for procedures)
	Ethanol-NGM plate Concentration Assay
	Name (of assessor)
	Richard Mould

	
	
	Location
	School classroom

	
	
	Date (implemented)
	

	Dates this Risk Assessment has been reviewed
	
	
	
	Supervisor's Name
	Supervisor's signature


	Required reading

List any other risk assessments or procedures that must be read in conjunction with this assessment

	SOBS Health and Safety Policy, Section3.15 Good Laboratory Practice, Section 3.4 Electrical Safety.

	List Hazards 

These are things which can potentially cause harm
	List existing control measures 
(Usually “Good Laboratory Practice” and/or in-built safety controls on equipment).
	Assess Risk

(In relation to existing control measures).

This is the product of probability of harm occurring and severity of harm.  Define from Risk Matrix 1-9 at end of form*


	NAME 
(equipment/chemical etc – e.g. centrifuge)
	HAZARD
(type of harm – e.g. flammable, toxic)
	
	

	Microscope

	Electrical
	GLP
	1

	Agar plates

	Chemical
	GLP
	1

	
	
	
	


For medium to high risk hazards please complete the following:
	List Hazards of medium/high risk

	Who might be harmed? 

(list categories of people)
	List additional control measures required to minimise risk

	NAME 
	HAZARD 
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


Action to be taken in the event of spillage:












	Substance
	Disposal

	
	

	
	


List any specialised disposal procedures:

	Substance
	Disposal

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


Severity - Hazard rating scale

	Rating
	Score
	Consequence

	High
	3
	Hazard capable of resulting in death, severe injury, illness or major loss (equipment or buildings).

	Medium
	2
	Hazard capable of resulting in injury/illness requiring absence from work or equipment damage.

	Low
	1
	Hazard resulting in minor injury requiring first-aid treatment.  Minor consequential loss.


Likelihood rating
	Rating
	Score
	Consequence

	High
	3
	Likely to occur imminently – hazard exists permanently e.g. fire.

	Medium
	2
	Likely to occur in time – hazard exists intermittently or the hazardous operation occurs occasionally.

	Low
	1
	May occur in time – hazard exists infrequently and there is a low expectation of occurrence. 


Quantifying the risks

Risk = Hazard score x Likelihood score

	Likelihood rating
	Severity rating

	
	Hazard Low

1
	Hazard Medium

2
	Hazard High

3

	High
3
	Medium

3
	High

6
	High

9

	Medium
2
	Low

2
	Medium 

4
	High

6

	Low
1
	Low

1
	Low

2
	Medium

3


In this example a score of 2 or below is defined as ‘low risk’, and no further action would be needed.  Scores of 3 or 4 are defined as ‘medium risk’ and further control measures would need to be considered to reduce the risk so far as is reasonable practicable.  A score of 6 or 9 is defined as ‘high risk’ and the work should not proceed until additional control measures are put in place to reduce the risk to either ‘medium’ or ‘low’.  By introducing colour into the matrix risk assessments can be made on a ‘traffic light’ system where red means ‘stop’, yellow ‘proceed with care’, and green ‘proceed with work.  
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