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IMPORTANT: If you change your GP for any reason it is essential that you let us know your new GP's details immediately, 

please. If the GP on our records is not the GP that you are currently registered with we may not be able to send you any spares 

SOECIC Barbecue 
What a glorious day Saturday 8th 

September at the Royal Victoria 

Country Park turned out to be.  

It was almost too hot but we didn’t 

complain after the rather mediocre 

summer we’d all had.  A great venue 

too with a field all to ourselves; perhaps 

the only ‘problem’ was too little shade 

with people spreading their picnic 

blankets close to hedges or huddling 

under our slightly wonky gazebos! 

Staff and various helpers sweated over 

two hot barbecues churning out 

burgers and sausages in great 

quantities – plenty for everyone and 

some left over.  An opportunist ice 

cream van turned up and needless to 

say a queue quickly formed; we all 

needed some cooling down. 

The children played with bats and balls 

but some eventually made their way to 

the cool interior of the ‘Acorns’ room 

where they were able to cut and stick to 

their hearts content producing collages 

using sand, stickers and shells, and 

puzzles using stencils.  And what a very 

creative bunch they were! 

The adult activities included a quiz to 

encourage people to chat to each other 

but, by all accounts, people mingled 

well whilst sipping on their refreshing 

non-alcoholic cocktails.  

All in all, an enjoyable day out for 

everyone and hopefully some new 

friends made. 

Melanie Jewett has always 

enjoyed running. She ran her first 

marathon in 2003. She loved it 

and has run in every London 

marathon since (totaling over 52 

marathons!).   

 She now finds herself celebrating after 

winning a place on Team GB, and is on 

her way to the Deaflympics in Sofia, 

Bulgaria in 2013. Melanie says “Never 

in a million years did I think I’d get the 

chance to run for Team GB and wear 

the Great Britain Kit. To have this 

opportunity due to my disability and 

gain something very, very positive from 

it is a fantastic feeling.”  

Before she had her cochlear implant 

she experienced a progressive hearing 

loss. Each year the crowds would sound 

quieter and quieter and eventually she 

was feeling the cheers rather than 

hearing them.  She explained “I think  

the hardest thing about being a deaf 

runner was definitely missing out on 

the laughing and joking with my 

running friends, but also missing my 

family cheering for me and not 

realising they were there.” 

Since having my cochlear implant, I 

have so much more confidence in 

speaking to strangers at races now, and 

being able to experience the whole race 

noise and sounds is just brilliant. 

“My first London Marathon after my 

implant was very emotional as the 

crowds were so loud and I was really 

getting the music again. I got watery 

eyes quite a few times on the way 

round in that one.” 

If you would like to sponsor Melanie 

please email her on 

JEWETTM@uk.ibm.com for a link to 

the Deaflympics paypal account.  

Team GB Member! 



Helen Kendall has a Neurelec 

Digisonic Binaural cochlear 

implant. Having her cochlear 

implant in September 2011 

helped Helen to have the 

confidence to pursue her dream 

of fostering children.  

Once her daughter was a little older 

she felt able to focus on more than one 

child so  she decided to foster. She has 

been successfully fostering for over 6 

months now. 

She explained to us that being deaf 

hasn’t stopped her from being a good 

foster mum. Indeed there are certain 

benefits such as her foster child is 

picking up some sign language .  At 

night she uses a vibrating alarm under 

her pillow to wake her if the children 

make a noise. 

“It is so rewarding to think that I have 

put some good into a child’s life and I 

hope I will be able to do the same for 

many more children. If you want to 

foster but think there’s a reason why 

you can’t, I would urge you to find out 

where you really stand as you might be 

wrong.  

All in all, it’s been a really good year 

for me and I hope that my story will 

inspire all of the potential foster carers 

out there.” 

Inspired to Foster 

Steven Taylor wrote to us: 

“I’m delighted to tell you about 
my Hearing Dog Partnership of 
the Year Award.  But first, a bit 
of background about me. 

I lost my hearing in a car accident in 
2006.  My girlfriend, Lydia, and I 
were en route to visit friends in 
Northamptonshire when another car 
‘undertook’ us on an inside lane, 
causing Lydia to swerve to avoid 
them.  This resulted in a devastating 
accident in which Lydia lost her life 
and I ended up in a coma with severe 
head injuries and several neck 
fractures.  All of this resulted in 
permanent deafness, balance 
problems and some brain damage. 

The first year after the accident was a 
nightmare.  The focus was on getting 
me walking again and back home, but 
my deafness was so difficult to deal 
with, I felt isolated and totally lost my 
confidence. 

However, in 2007 I was lucky enough 
to get my cochlear implant which has 
been absolutely amazing and has 
changed my life.  I was also very 
fortunate to receive a Hearing Dog 
which has been the best thing that’s 
happened to me since my accident.  
The Hearing Dog forced me to leave 
the house, where before I had been 
reluctant to go out.  When I’m out 
with my Hearing Dog, Echo, people 
stop me and ask questions, whereas 
before they would have ignored me.  
With the help of my cochlear implant 
and my Hearing Dog I have gained 
new levels of confidence and 
independence – I’m so grateful for all 
the help I’ve received. 

To my amazement, I was contacted by 
Hearing Dogs for Deaf People in 
September to tell me that I’d been 
nominated for an award, in 
recognition of the life-changing 
impact Echo has had on my life.  I 
then heard that I’d made the final 
three and was invited to attend a posh 
ceremony in London.  I didn’t for a 
minute think that I’d win the award, 
but as the names were announced in 
reverse order I waited …third – not 
me……second – not me.  Then they 
said ‘Specsavers Partnership of the 
Year – Steve Taylor and Echo’.  I was 
so gob smacked that I dropped Echo’s 

lead on the way to the stage and John 
Barrowman picked it up for me! 
Princess Anne gave me my award and 
I was congratulated by other 
celebrities at the event. 

I’m so proud of Echo – she’s part of 
the family and I wouldn’t be without 
her.” 

Congratulations to Steven on his Award 



Barney Proud attends the 

Elizabeth Foundation for deaf 

children in Portsmouth once a 

week.  Barney’s mum wrote to us: 

“Last year two of their preschoolers 

were on the Cool School item on BBC 

Radio Solent doing the weather 

forecast. One boy did the degrees 

Celsius and Fahrenheit then the other 

did the weather word for the day.  I 

couldn't listen to the clip without 

crying.  It was amazing what they said 

and how clearly they said it.  Part of me 

was also wondering if Barney would 

ever be able to do that, as at the time, 

he was not speaking that much at all. 

I was very proud when recently 

Barney's teacher asked if we could get 

down to the Elizabeth Foundation 

early for Barney to do the weather 

forecast with a preschool friend.  I 

welled up immediately!!  At 6.45 am 

Barney and I were out the door!  He 

had no idea what he was going to be 

doing except that we had been 

practising all the weather words and 

talking on the phone.   

We got there rather too early but it 

gave me time to do a quick email to the 

Julian Clegg show wishing both 

children good luck and explaining that 

they were both only 3 years old and 

profoundly deaf with cochlear 

implants.  They had some practice runs 

through. Barney was beginning to play 

up with me being there so I made a 

hasty retreat so I could listen to it live 

upstairs.  To stop me from crying 

more like! 

Julie from the Elizabeth Foundation 

did the introduction then Barney’s 

friend did a beautiful ‘15 degrees 

Celsius and 59 degrees 

Fahrenheit’.  It was then Barney's 

turn.  He did not hear Julian say 

‘Hello Barney’ but proceeded to say 

the weather forecast for the day … 

‘sunny… cloudy … raining … 

windy’.  It was one of those 

completely mixed days so he said all 

his practised words.  The presenters 

loved it and said that they had been 

really worried about having 3 year 

olds doing the Cool School item and I 

think they were a bit nervous about 

them being deaf too! 

The children were amazing and the 

listening audience loved it so much 

that the show asked me to do an 

interview the next day explaining why 

I was so proud of what Barney had 

achieved!  They played the recording 

again the following day as it was so 

popular!  The interview itself was 

very embarrassing because I was so 

nervous and kept repeating 

myself!  Everything to do with 

implants and Barney's speech was 

‘absolutely unbelievable’.  Needless 

to say, Julian Clegg picked up on my 

being Proud by name and Proud 

by nature.” 

Proud by Name & Proud by Nature 

 

Southern Bionic Buddies 

Do you have good news, 
stories or events for our 
next Newsletter?  
Please contact Dorothy or Rebecca at: 
soecic@soton.ac.uk 

Southern Bionic Buddies is a 

small Cochlear Implant user 

group that is based in the South 

West Region (Wiltshire, Dorset, 

Hampshire and IOW).  

Their aim is to allow CI implantees, 

their families and also prospective 

implantees to meet up with like minded 

people; to have social meetings and 

outings  and to discuss issues, concerns 

and also all of the many positive 

aspects of having a CI, both to the user 

and their families and friends. 

You can meet up and perhaps share 

your experience with others who 

understand the issues you are going 

through?  

Please get in touch by: 

email to abi.strike@virginmedia.com  

text on  07789717266 

write to Stedham House, South Hill, 

Droxford, Hampshire SO32 3PB 



Guoping (one of our 

audiologists) writes: 

“On 27th January 2013, I will climb 

Kilimanjaro, the highest mountain in 

Africa, and the highest freestanding 

mountain in the world, for  ‘Destiny 

of a Child’ and Ear Foundation in 

Nottingham, a charity that supports 

cochlear implantation for profoundly 

deaf children in the UK.  

If you would like to sponsor me for 

the event, you can send a text 

message to 70070, with a code 

PPRJ66 and the money you would 

like to donate (For example, PPRJ66 

£5) or visit the website: http://

www.justgiving.com/giveforhearing .  

As part of my fund raising events, I 

am going to teach two very ancient 

gentle exercises Taiji and Yijinjing, 

helping relax both body and mind. If 

you are interested in more details, 

please email me lgp101@gmail.com 

or send me a text 07737347519.” 

Guoping is Jumping for Joy! 

What a Year for Cate and Sam 
Cate’s mum wrote to us: 

“Wow what a year Cate's had. In 

November 2011 'The Amazing 

Cate'  won her school's talent show 

'Wessex's got talent' by performing a 

three minute magic act timed to 

Queen's 'It's a kind of magic'.  In April 

Cate took part in her dance school's 

show (see photo) in the Bearwood 

Theatre. She danced in three routines 

and participated in the finale for all the 

shows (5 in total), then in July she won 

the dance school's progress award for 

'tap' and achieved a distinction in 

her Modern dance exam. She has her 

Grade 2 ballet exam later this month. 

Cate has been attending the 

Jayne.A.Coleman Academy of Dance 

since she was three. She loves dancing 

and has greatly enjoyed the increasing 

benefits of her cochlear 

implants, enabling her to hear the 

music and direction from her teachers. 

Cate loves listening to music on her 

iPod, and constantly sings Abba and 

Justin Bieber songs - much to the 

distress of her dad !! Sometimes the 

words aren't quite right, but the tune is 

always recognisable.  

In school she played the part of 

Boudica for her class assembly, and 

was picked to attend an arts 

masterclass after her portrait of the 

queen won a prize at the school's 

jubilee fête. 

Cate also attends weekly swimming 

lessons and Brownies, which she 

loves. She's been on two Brownie camp 

holidays so far this year which has 

really helped her bond with the other 

Brownies.” 

Sam Harris’ family told us about 

Sam’s busy and exciting year.  

The Meningitis Trust funded Sam to 

have regular riding sessions through 

spring and summer 2012. Tessa 

Woodhouse of Henstridge RDA says 

“Sam has thoroughly enjoyed his riding 

and has done so well.  At our Jubilee 

Fun Day during the summer he was 

awarded a Silver Cup.”  Sam was so 

proud. 

Sam loves all sports and is actively 

involved in his school football club. So 

he was very excited to be chosen to be a 

mascot for a home match at Yeovil 

Town FC on 2nd October. Sam met the 

players for a photo shoot and their 

autographs and went onto the pitch 

with them. The “roar” of the crowd was 

very loud! He is now the proud owner 

of a Yeovil Town football strip and 

football. 



 

Teenagers’ News  

Our first  ‘Teenagers, 

Telephones and Technology Try 

IT and Test IT day’ was a great 

success. 

On Saturday 20th October 2012 at 

the implant centre  10 teenagers 

attended with their parents. The 

parents went off after a short 

introduction and were invited back 

at the end of the day to see which 

devices the teenagers enjoyed or 

found particularly useful.  

For the teenagers there was one 

session on using the phone and one 

on technology. Guoping (one of our 

audiologists) was a big hit with many 

of the teenagers, he got them to try 

out ‘Garage band’ on the iPads. All of 

the teenagers liked Facetime and 

thought it was better than Skype. 

Many of the teenagers tried out their 

telecoil settings for the first time. 

They also learnt how to connect their 

processors directly to different 

equipment to get a better sound 

signal.  

Some of the teenagers had already 

been using the phone before they 

came but for others it was a very new 

experience. All of the teenagers had 

success with hearing on the phone 

and experimented with what 

sounded best for them. Melanie 

Jewett (one of our adult implant 

users) shared her experiences of how 

she became more confident with 

using the phone since having her 

cochlear implant. The teenagers 

were very impressed by her and I’m 

sure she will have inspired them. 

The teenagers got to try out 

‘Bluetooth’, some loved it and some 

didn’t find it useful. Everyone was 

keen to try out the different mobile 

phones. It was very interesting to see 

how some of the mobiles were 

clearer than others for the teens. It 

varied from person to person.  

One teenager commented “I really 

liked trying all of the phones to see 

which one sounds best”;  another 

liked “getting to know each other 

better” and another said “it was a 

very nice pizza lunch”.   

One parent wrote to us after the day 

to say: “I have just got to say thank 

you so much for today…on the way 

home he said that he had enjoyed it 

and had fun. I know it was a 

technology day but the fun aspect is 

what seems to have struck a chord 

with him. Obviously it was great 

that the kids got to try the phones 

etc. A big, big thank you to you and 

all the team who made the day a 

success, we will look forward to 

more teen events. Guoping was  

really  great!” 

Our next ‘Teenagers, Telephones and 

Technology, Try IT and Test IT Day’ 

will be on 19th October 2013.   

Teenagers, Telephones and Technology 

Laser Quest - Sector 7 Laser Outing 

By popular demand we are inviting all of our teenager implant users (13-18) 

to Laser Quest in Southampton on Saturday 16th March 2013. The 

invitations with further details should be included in with your newsletter. 

SOECIC will be subsidising the event but we are asking for a non-refundable 

booking fee of £2 per person. See you there!  

 

Teenagers, Telephones and Technology Try IT and Test IT 

We will be running this day, free of charge, on Saturday 19th October 2013.  

The day is aimed at those teenagers who are able to understand some speech 

without lip reading. The invitations will go out in July 2013. 

Please contact Rebecca Ricaud at rag@isvr.soton.ac.uk if you are interested 

in either or both events.  

Future Teens’ Events 



Bilateral Conference 

Parents of implanted children, 

adults with cochlear implants 

and any other interested parties 

are welcome to attend a one day 

conference on bilateral cochlear 

implants in children.  This is 

organised by SOECIC and will be 

held on 11th April 2013. 

As some of you may be aware, cochlear 

implants have been available in the 

UK for over 20 years. In 2009, a 

report by the National Institute for 

Health and Clinical Excellence (NICE) 

recommended that children receive 

bilateral cochlear implants.  Fifteen 

UK cochlear implant centres formed a 

consortium to evaluate the safety and 

multi-disciplinary outcomes for these 

children.  The papers to be presented 

at this conference will report the 

exciting findings from around 900 

children.  Results indicate that 

bilateral implantation for severely to 

profoundly deaf children is safe and 

helps them to achieve maximum 

benefit.  

Conference Details: 

Bilateral Cochlear Implants in 

Children: Safe and Effective 

11 April 2013, Time: 09.30 to 16.00 

Turner Simms, Highfield Campus, 

University of Southampton, SO17 1BJ 

Tea / coffee and lunch provided 

There is no charge for you to attend 

this event if you are an implant user or 

the parent of an implant user. Follow 

the link on the website for further 

information and online registration. 

www.bilateralcochlearimplants.co.uk/

conference2013 

Please email bilateralci@soton.ac.uk if 

you would like to attend or ask any 

questions. 

C4CI Grand Finale 

Concert and AHRC 

Follow-on-Funding 

The Grand Finale of the Arts and 

Humanities Research Council 

(AHRC) funded research project 

‘Compositions for Cochlear 

Implantees project’ took place on 

29th September 2012 at the 

Turner Sims Concert Hall. The 

objectives for this multidisciplinary 

project included the development and 

evaluation of aural (re)habilitation 

materials and new music for (and 

with) CI users to aid their perception 

of and engagement with music. 

Project leader Rachel van Besouw 

(ISVR) introduced the Grand Finale 

with a public seminar about the 

challenges of engaging with music 

with current cochlear implant (CI) 

technology and the findings of the 

multidisciplinary research project. 

David Nicholls (Music) then 

interviewed cochlear implant user, 

Andrew Paterson, about his 

experiences of listening to music 

through a CI. 

The second half of the Grand Finale 

featured a range of works specifically 

aimed at cochlear implant users, 

newly composed by Benjamin Oliver 

(Music) and performed by an 

ensemble of professional and 

outstanding student musicians. 

Musical items included: a new setting 

of Edward Lear’s Calico Pie; Loopy 

Birds in which recordings of birdsongs 

are used in funky ways you have never 

heard before; By the Sea for beach 

equipment and ensemble; and an 

audience participation piece Three 

Folk Songs with Patriotic Cheese 

Accompaniments. 

The event was attended by ~150 

people and 60 filled in evaluation 

postcards at the end. About half of 

these were hearing aid and/or CI 

users. The feedback for both the 

seminar and concert was extremely 

positive: 

“The whole concert was really 

brought to life by the brilliant and 

talented orchestra who were totally 

engaged with their audience; you 

were great!” 

 “Many thanks for a very enjoyable 

and instructive afternoon.” 

 “Thank you so much for such an 

enjoyable happy afternoon at the 

concert on Saturday. I enjoyed every 

minute of it.”  

Attendees’ favourite instruments were 

the harp and alto saxophone.  

Both the concert and seminar were 

filmed for the AHRC's new digital 

showcase and BBC Solent Radio and 

BBC South News covered the event: 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-

england-hampshire-19786914 

The ‘Compositions for Cochlear 

Implantees’ team have also just been 

awarded Follow-on Funding from the 

AHRC, with which they will make the 

‘Interactive Music Awareness 

Programme’ (IMAP) they have 

developed for cochlear implant users 

freely available online. 

More information about the Grand 

Finale, IMAP and Follow-on Funding 

can be found at the Music Focus 

Group website: http://

www.southampton.ac.uk/mfg/

current_projects/compositions.html 



MED-EL 

Med-el has brought out  a new 

‘Activity Hook’ which may help with 

holding the Opus 2 processor more 

securely on the ear.  

There is also a new ‘Children’s 

Connecting Piece for Huggy’ which 

may help keep the processor on the 

ear for young children. Talk to your 

audiologist at your next appointment.  

AB Neptune Cover Sets 
& AB Mic Cover Caps 

Implant users with Advanced Bionics 
Neptune speech processors can 
supplement the supply they get 
through SOECIC by purchasing them 
direct from Connevans. They are 
currently £22.00 for processor cover 
and £11.58  for headpiece.  If you are 
interested contact: 01737 247571 or 
www.connevans.co.uk   
 

New Radio Aid Trial 

SOECIC has been trialling a new FM 

radio aid system - the Comfort Audio 

Digisystem currently on loan from P. 

C. Werth Ltd. Initial trials with older 

children/teenagers who can report 

reliably show very encouraging 

results. They report the system to be 

largely interference free and to have a 

good range. The system works on a 

neck loop principle.  In the past neck 

loop systems have been regarded with 

some suspicion, however, when a 

neck loop is used with this Comfort 

Audio Digisystem it seems to be 

relatively trouble free. 

The neck loop will activate the telecoil 

in any hearing instrument. This 

makes them particularly suitable for 

bi-modal users (one processor and a 

hearing aid), or users with two 

different processors without the need 

for complicated splitters. 

They can (and must) be set up by 

SOECIC using very similar 

techniques to other radio aid systems 

 

Horse-riding Hats 
 
It can be difficult to find a riding hat 
for implant users. One family has 
found a hat that worked.  They wrote 
to us “Sam started his riding with a 
riding hat without his processors.  

We were put in touch with The 
Phoenix Children’s Foundation and 
they were a great help 
www.phoenixcharity.org   
Sam tried on lots of different riding 
hats at our local Ridemore Equestrian 
Store until we found one that Sam 
could use with his processors. It is a 
conventional ‘Toter’ riding hat found 
at most equestrian stores (£69.00).”  

The before and after shots of Sam’s 
riding hats  shows the difference and 
Sam is thrilled he can keep his 
processors on while horse riding! 

Technology Update Reminders:  

Xmas Repairs Cover 

We will be closed on 21st December  2012 

until 1st January 2013 inclusive.  We will 

be running a repairs service from 10 am 

until 12 noon on the following days 

ONLY:  

Friday 21st December 

Monday 24th December 

Thursday 27th December 

Friday 28th December 

Monday 31st  December 

  

If you have a problem with your 

equipment, you can either call us or come 

in at that time for help.  

Tel: 02380 584068 

Text: 07887 790765  

Email: soecic.repairs@soton.ac.uk. 

 

Advanced Bionics Users should 

contact Partnering Support as usual.  The 

Xmas partnering support service is 

available as follows:  

24th December   9am – 2pm  

27th & 28th December  10am -4pm   

31st December  9am – 2pm   

 

Please note this support service is closed 

on the bank holidays.  

 
 
 

Children’s Outreach 
Support 
 
Our contacts with you and your child are 
tailored to you and your child’s needs.  We 
make visits to support your child at home, 
pre-school settings and school.  
 
We also offer training sessions to the 
people involved with your child to help 
them gain confidence with developing 
your child’s listening and language skills, 
accessing the curriculum and managing 
and trouble shooting equipment, 
including processors, radio aids, 
soundfield systems and assistive listening 
devices.  We can attend relevant meetings 
about your child. 
 
The frequency of our contacts with your 
child is therefore higher in your child’s 
first year post implant. They gradually 
reduce over the second and third year 
post implant. This schedule will be 
discussed with you on an individual basis. 
 
 
 



 

Contact Us 
South of England Cochlear Implant Centre, 

Institute of Sound and Vibration Research, 

University of Southampton, Highfield, Southampton SO17 1BJ 
 

Tel: 023 8059 3522  |  Repairs Hotline: 023 8058 4068   |  Text: 07887 790765 

Email: soecic@soton.ac.uk | soecic.repairs@soton.ac.uk  |  www.soecic.org   

Mary Grasmeder’s Research 

Cochlear implants are tuned to ensure 

that sounds are comfortable, audible 

and appropriately loud.  This is done 

by adjusting the levels and the length 

of the pulses.  There are other settings 

for each map but these are not 

normally changed.  Some settings 

noticeably affect the sound quality. 

12 adult patients with Med-El 

cochlear implants have participated in 

a study looking at the potential 

benefit of tuning cochlear implants for 

pitch by adjusting which sounds are 

sent to each electrode.  Patients tried 

4 different maps, one of which was 

the normal one. Two of the 

alternatives were adjusted based on 

information from each person’s post-

operative X-ray and one was made 

following pitch discrimination tests.  

Some patients with deep insertions of 

the electrode array benefited from one 

of the alternative maps. This was the 

map derived from pitch 

discrimination tests; the most 

important speech sounds were 

allocated to the most sensitive area of 

the cochlea found from the tests. 

Overall, the results suggest that 

adjusting the cochlear implant map 

for pitch may be beneficial.  However 

further research is required to find a 

method of adjustment that will suit all 

patients as only a minority of patients 

obtained significant benefit from the 

new map in this study. 

Akosua Agyemang-Prempeh’s 

Research  

I was an Audiology MSc student last 

year, and am now back home in 

Ghana.  Some of you kindly took part 

in my research last year, so thank you 

for that.  I wanted to share what I had 

found with you all. 

So many people now have cochlear 

implants and we want to make sure 

we follow everyone up in the most 

efficient way.  If you are hearing really 

well with your implant, and don’t 

have problems, you may not need to 

come here for an appointment.  But 

we would still like to monitor your 

hearing from a distance! 

My project was assessing whether we 

could test your hearing at home, using 

the internet.  Seventeen adults with 

cochlear implants took part, and I 

asked them to log onto a special 

website and listen to some numbers in 

a noisy background.  They then had to 

type in the numbers they heard.   

Almost all the subjects were able to do 

the test over the internet, although 

most people said they would still 

prefer to come into SOECIC.  We were 

pleased to see that the results on the 

online test were well correlated with 

those on BKB sentences that we do in 

clinic, so it did show that the online 

speech test worked well.   

My project also involved trialling the 

long-term follow up questionnaire, 

that some of you may have started 

receiving.   

Helen Cullington and I will be writing 

up this project for a journal; please let 

Helen know if you would like a copy 

of the final paper or have any other 

questions (hec@isvr.soton.ac.uk).   

 

 

 

Hello, I’m Ellen Joos and I joined 

SOECIC as an audiologist in July. 

Some of you might have previously 

seen me when I was an Erasmus 

student doing my traineeship at the 

centre. I liked SOECIC so much that I 

decided to leave Belgium and move to 

England. I look forward to gaining a 

lot of experience in the field of CI and 

meeting you all.  

Hello, my name is Suzanne O’Gara 

and I joined SOECIC as an 

Audiological Scientist in August. I 

have previously worked at the Royal 

National Throat Nose and Ear 

Hospital in London and at the RSH 

Hospital in Southampton. I am 

enjoying working at SOECIC and 

looking forward to meeting more of 

you in the future. 

Goodbye to Helen Lakeman as she 

takes maternity leave from November 

2012.  We wish her all the best and 

look forward to meeting baby 

Lakeman! 

Research at SOECIC Hellos & Goodbyes 


