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The Emergence of Civilisation 
ARCH1002: 1st Year, 15 credits, Tutor: Sonia Zakrzewski 

Module Aims: 
• Provide an introduction to some important 

transformations in the prehistory of human societies: 
• The relationship between the adoption of 

domesticated plants, and sedentism,  
• New technologies such as pottery production and  
• The development of complex forms of social 

organisation.  
• Explore the key theoretical frameworks used to 

understand these transformations.  

https://www.southampton.ac.uk/courses/modules/arch1002.page 
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https://www.southampton.ac.uk/courses/modules/arch1002.page


Ancient & Medieval Worlds 
ARCH1030: 1st Year, 15 credits, Tutor: Alison Gascoigne 

Module Aims: 
• Introduce you to 1500 years of social, political, urban 

and environmental change; 
• Critically assess and compare archaeological and 

written sources; 
• Examine developments across, and within, the 

Mediterranean region from a chronological perspective. 
• Consider how specific forms of primary evidence are 

used in our reconstruction of the past  

https://www.southampton.ac.uk/courses/modules/arch1030.page 
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https://www.southampton.ac.uk/courses/modules/arch1030.page


Introduction to Ethnography: Food & Culture 
HUMA1038: 1st Year, 15 credits, Tutor: Yvonne Marshall 

Module Aims: 
• Introduce the discipline of Anthropology, including 

sub-disciplines of social/cultural anthropology, bio-
anthropology, archaeology and linguistics 

• Learn how to apply ethnographic research practices 
• Explore changing patterns of food acquisition from 

prehistory into the present 
• Develop a critical understanding of what constitutes 

‘food’ from a cultural and comparative perspective 

https://www.southampton.ac.uk/courses/modules/huma1038.page 
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https://www.southampton.ac.uk/courses/modules/huma1038.page


Archaeological & Anthropological Thought 
ARCH1057: 1st Year, 15 credits, Tutor: Yvonne Marshall 

Module Aims: 
• Introduce the main traditions of archaeological thought 

that have impacted upon the discipline 
• Asses the contribution of key archaeological and 

anthropological scholars to the development of 
archaeological theory 

• Explore the relationship between archaeology and related 
disciplines of biological anthropology, social anthropology 
and linguistics 

https://www.southampton.ac.uk/courses/modules/arch1057.page 
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https://www.southampton.ac.uk/courses/modules/arch1057.page


Maritime Archaeology 
ARCH2017: 2nd Year, 15 credits, Tutor: Jon Adams 

Module Aims: 
• Examine the development and application of maritime 

archaeology within archaeological research 
• Demonstrate how archaeological principles and techniques 

are applied in seas, rivers and lakes. 
• Discuss case studies ranging from submerged prehistoric 

landscapes and settlements to Classical harbours and 
shipwrecks. 

• Consider the priorities and direction of prior, current and 
future maritime archaeological research 

https://www.southampton.ac.uk/courses/modules/arch2017.page 
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https://www.southampton.ac.uk/courses/modules/arch2017.page


Pots and People: Ceramic Analysis 
ARCH2033: 2nd Year, 15 credits, Tutor: Josh Pollard 

Module Aims: 
• Introduce the value of pottery as a critical archaeological 

resource for analysis and social interpretation 
• Foster a hands-on approach to learning currently 

accepted methodologies for the recording of pottery 
data 

• Experience a diverse range of pottery assemblages, and 
provide the skills for you to be able to critically 
appreciate and report on the social value of any of these 

https://www.southampton.ac.uk/courses/modules/arch2033.page 
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https://www.southampton.ac.uk/courses/modules/arch2033.page


Critical Chronologies 
ARCH2036: 2nd Year, 15 credits, Tutor: Alistair Pike 

Module Aims: 
• Convey the principles and practical applications of 

scientific dating methods in archaeology 
• Outline sources of uncertainty and inaccuracy in dates to 

enable you to apply principles of chronological hygiene 
and extract reliable chronologies from published data 

• Explore the key chronological issues and controversies in 
archaeology 

https://www.southampton.ac.uk/courses/modules/arch2036.page 
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https://www.southampton.ac.uk/courses/modules/arch2036.page


Life and Afterlife of the Vikings 
HUMA2008: 2nd Year, 15 credits, Tutor: Alison Gascoigne 

Module Aims: 
• Examine the reality and perception of the Vikings as 

a people, in the middle ages and modern era 
• Illustrate how scholars of the medieval period use 

sources and methodologies from a range of 
disciplines 

• Explore key themes of the Viking Age 
• Consider the debates surrounding the nature of the 

Vikings and their impact on Europe and beyond 

https://www.southampton.ac.uk/courses/modules/huma2008.page 

Image: National Museum of Denmark 
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https://www.southampton.ac.uk/courses/modules/huma2008.page


Body and Society 
UOSM2030: 2nd Year, 15 credits, Tutor: Jo Sofaer 

Module Aims: 
• Investigate a range of practical and theoretical 

approaches to investigating the human body drawn from 
a suite of different disciplines 

• Appraise the culturally and historically situated nature of 
perceptions and responses to the body 

• Consider the relationship between individual bodies and 
wider society 

• Appreciate the human body as a complex and dynamic 
phenomenon 

https://www.southampton.ac.uk/courses/modules/uosm2030.page 
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https://www.southampton.ac.uk/courses/modules/uosm2030.page


Stonehenge to Skara Brae 
ARCH3008: 3rd Year, 15 credits, Tutor: Andy Jones 

Module Aims: 
• Introduce the character of evidence from across Britain 

and Ireland for the Neolithic, from southern England to 
the Northern Isles; from Stonehenge to Skara Brae 

• Examine the latest research in Neolithic studies, from 
dietary and skeletal analysis and radiocarbon dating to 
the new evidence for settlement across southern Britain 
and Ireland 

• Provide the evidence and interpretative tools required 
to understand this exciting period of prehistory 

https://www.southampton.ac.uk/courses/modules/arch3008.page 
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http://www.souhttps/www.southampton.ac.uk/courses/modules/arch3008.pagethampton.ac.uk/humanities/undergraduate/modules/arch3008_stonehenge_to_skara_brae.page


Living with the Romans 
ARCH3028: 3rd Year, 15 credits, Tutor: Dragana Mladenović 

Module Aims: 
• Explore the Roman concept of the town, and the lived 

realities of urban communities across the Roman Empire 
between the 3rd century BC and the 6th century AD 

• Evaluate towns in a variety of different ways, including: 
• As expressions of political and social organisation 
• Towns as cultural symbols 
• The role of towns as centres of economic activity 
• Their position within a broader landscape context 

https://www.southampton.ac.uk/courses/modules/arch3028.page 
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https://www.southampton.ac.uk/courses/modules/arch3028.page


The Archaeology of Seafaring 
ARCH3034: 3rd Year, 15 credits, Tutor: Julian Whitewright 

Module Aims: 
• Foster a broad appreciation of past human maritime 

activity, both cultural and physical 
• Introduce the complexities of seafaring as a physical and 

social activity 
• Provide the analytical tools to evaluate evidence for 

different forms of seafaring in the past 
• Allow an appreciation of the time-depth of seafaring 

activity on a global, regional and local scale and its 
interaction with the wider archaeological record 

https://www.southampton.ac.uk/courses/modules/arch3034.page 
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https://www.southampton.ac.uk/courses/modules/arch3034.page


GIS for Archaeology 
ARCH3044: 3rd Year, 15 credits, Tutor: Tim Sly 

Module Aims: 
• Introduce Geographic Information Systems (GIS), and their use 

for mapping and analysing archaeological sites and landscapes 
• Explain the broader context of GIS application to a range of 

archaeological research and management problems 
• Provide practical experience of how to design, implement and 

document spatial databases for archaeology 
• Undertake the acquisition and processing of spatial data from 

traditional (maps and surveys), remote-sensing, LiDAR and GPS 
sources. 

https://www.southampton.ac.uk/courses/modules/arch3044.page 
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https://www.southampton.ac.uk/courses/modules/arch3044.page


Archaeology & Anthropology of Adornment 
ARCH3045: 3rd Year, 15 credits, Tutor: Jo Sofaer 

Module Aims: 
• To provide an essential grounding  in the archaeology 

and anthropology of the body and its adornment 
• Explore the technologies and equipment associated with 

bodily transformation and adornment 
• Investigate the ways in which the body can act as a 

surface for display, and the relationship between the 
body and material culture 

• Appreciate the social role of adornment, and its role in 
constructing and communicating social categories 

https://www.southampton.ac.uk/courses/modules/arch3045.page 
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https://www.southampton.ac.uk/courses/modules/arch3045.page
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Archaeological Method 
ARCH1005: 1st Year, 15 credits, Tutor: Tim Sly 

Module Aims: 
Provision of a detailed introduction to fieldwork methods 
and analysis, covering:  
• Aerial photography and geophysical survey),  
• Environmental and maritime archaeology,  
• Study of standing buildings,  
• Scientific dating techniques and excavation.  
Practical experience through a dedicated training excavation, 
where the skills and knowledge learned during the module 
are put into practice in a real research environment. 

https://www.southampton.ac.uk/courses/modules/arch1005.page 
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https://www.southampton.ac.uk/courses/modules/arch1005.page


Landscapes & Seascapes of Britain 
ARCH1028: 1st Year, 15 credits, Tutor: Jon Adams 

Module Aims: 
• Familiarise you with the basic chronology of 

British archaeology 
• Introduce you to the regional and spatial 

character of British landscapes and seascapes 
• Explore the conceptual and methodological 

issues surrounding landscape and maritime 
archaeology. 

https://www.southampton.ac.uk/courses/modules/arch1028.page 
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https://www.southampton.ac.uk/courses/modules/arch1028.page


Debates & Issues in  

Archaeological Science 
ARCH1047: 1st Year, 15 credits, Tutor: Jo Sofaer 

Module Aims: 
• Introduce you to key current debates, concerns and approaches within 

archaeological science, including: 
• The application of isotope analysis; 
• The use of DNA sequencing. 
• The potential of a range of archaeological materials for scientific analysis 

• To critique and interpret archaeological scientific data, while engaging in the 
debates arising from such material.  

https://www.southampton.ac.uk/courses/modules/arch1047.page 
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https://www.southampton.ac.uk/courses/modules/arch1047.page


Wonderful Things 
ARCH1062: 1st Year, 15 credits,  

Tutor: Alistair Pike 

Module Aims: 
• Investigate how archaeologists recount big histories from small objects 
• Understand how archaeologists use objects to examine people and 

societies in the past 
• Provide a chronology of world history using objects as the signposts of 

change and invention 
• Approach world history in a seamless way that complements the 

perspective of shallow-history, with that of deep-time 

https://www.southampton.ac.uk/courses/modules/arch1062.page 
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https://www.southampton.ac.uk/courses/modules/arch1062.page


The Power of Rome 
ARCH2003: 2nd Year, 15 credits, Tutor: Dragana Mladenović 

Module Aims: 
• Develop your knowledge of the growth and 

development of Roman power, and how this is 
represented in the archaeological record 

• Investigate the causes, consequences and changing 
nature of Roman Imperialism, and its political, social, 
cultural and economic foundations 

• Increase your familiarity with Roman forms of evidence. 
• Encourage you to think critically about the major issues 

of interpretation 

https://www.southampton.ac.uk/courses/modules/arch2003.page 
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https://www.southampton.ac.uk/courses/modules/arch2003.page


Archaeology and Society 
ARCH2012: 2nd Year, 15 credits, Tutor: Josh Pollard 

Module Aims: 
• Explore the role of archaeology within the modern world 

and contemporary society 
• Examine the social and political dimensions of archaeology, 

both by archaeologists, and by other groups who lay claim 
to the past 

• Investigate how the past is represented in the present, 
especially through non-academic forms of communication, 
such as images, museum displays and films 

https://www.southampton.ac.uk/courses/modules/arch2012.page 
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https://www.southampton.ac.uk/courses/modules/arch2012.page


Archaeological Survey 
ARCH2024: 2nd Year, 15 credits. Tutor: Tim Sly  

Module Aims: 
• To introduce you to archaeological survey 

methods and practice, and aspects of field 
survey data processing and publication 

• Enable you be involved at a practical level 
with techniques of archaeological surveying 

• Develop your skills for the processing of 
survey data for publication 

https://www.southampton.ac.uk/courses/modules/arch2024.page 
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https://www.southampton.ac.uk/courses/modules/arch2024.page


Bones, Bodies & Burials 
ARCH2027: 2nd Year, 15 credits, Tutor: Jaco Weinstock 

Module Aims: 
• Introduce students to the mammalian skeleton and its 

interpretation in archaeological studies 
• Develop student’s skills in the identification and 

observation of the various bones in human and animal 
skeletons 

• Introduce students to the variability that relates to sex, 
age, and pathology 

• Familiarise students with the use of osteological data to 
produce technical faunal bone reports 

https://www.southampton.ac.uk/courses/modules/arch2027.page 
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https://www.southampton.ac.uk/courses/modules/arch2027.page


Advanced Archaeological Analysis 
ARCH2028: 2nd Year, 15 credits, Tutor: Chris Elmer 

Module Aims: 
• Underpin the research/independent learning carried out 

for other modules 
• Introduce research planning, data collection and core 

statistical and computational analyses 
• Facilitate the production of material for all illustrated, 

text-based assignments and presentations 
• Provide a platform for developing and successfully 

completing the dissertation project 

https://www.southampton.ac.uk/courses/modules/arch2028.page 
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https://www.southampton.ac.uk/courses/modules/arch2028.page


Experimental Archaeology 
ARCH2039: 2nd Year, 15 credits, Tutor: William Davies 

Module Aims: 
• Investigate how and why prehistoric stone, wood, 

bone/antler, ceramic and textile artefacts were made, 
the social, economic and symbolic contexts for their 
production, and distinguish their various functions 

• Evaluate and apply basic concepts and classificatory 
schemes, through practical analysis of assemblages 

• Compare results from archaeological assemblages to 
patterning derived from experimental applications 
(manufacture and use) and the ethnographic literature 

https://www.southampton.ac.uk/courses/modules/arch2039.page 
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https://www.southampton.ac.uk/courses/modules/arch2039.page


Iron Age Societies 
ARCH3011: 3rd Year, 15 credits, Tutor: Tim Champion 

Module Aims: 
• Introduce the archaeology of Britain and Ireland from 

the Later Bronze Age to the Roman Conquest (c. 800BC 
to AD 43-85) 

• Assess how archaeologists have used the available 
evidence to reconstruct life in the iron-age and to 
explain social change 

• Appraise how, and why, archaeological explanations 
vary through time, and how the problems investigated 
by archaeologists vary through time 

https://www.southampton.ac.uk/courses/modules/arch3011.page 

Im
age co

p
yrigh

t  Tru
stees o

f th
e B

ritish
 M

u
seu

m
 

Image copyright : Trustees of the British Museum 
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https://www.southampton.ac.uk/courses/modules/arch3011.page


Seeing Beneath the Soil 
ARCH3014: 3rd Year, 15 credits, Tutor: Kris Strutt 

Module Aims: 
• Introduce the fundamental theory and methods of 

archaeological geophysics 
• Facilitate participation at a practical level with 

techniques of magnetometry, resistivity, ground 
penetrating radar and magnetic susceptibility surveying 

• Provide training in use of a total station, resistance 
meter, and magnetometer 

• Enable practical aspects of data downloading, processing 
and publication 

https://www.southampton.ac.uk/courses/modules/arch3014.page 
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https://www.southampton.ac.uk/courses/modules/arch3014.page


Presenting the Past 
ARCH3017: 3rd Year, 15 credits, Tutor: Stephanie Moser 

Module Aims: 
• Investigate how knowledge about the past is presented 

in museum exhibition and display 
• Develop the appropriate analytical skills for critiquing 

museum displays  
• Appraise and debate the issues facing contemporary 

museum practice 
• Learn some of the techniques for designing and 

producing museum displays 

https://www.southampton.ac.uk/courses/modules/arch3017.page 
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https://www.southampton.ac.uk/courses/modules/arch3017.page


Molecular Archaeology 
ARCH3036: 3rd Year, 15 credits, Tutor: Alistair Pike 

Module Aims: 
• Introduce you to the importance of isotopic and 

molecular analysis for archaeological science 
• Develop your understanding of how molecular 

approaches can be used in archaeology 
• Provide instruction in the presentation and publication 

of scientific analysis of materials and deposits 
• Critically appraise the results of molecular and isotopic 

investigation and analysis  

https://www.southampton.ac.uk/courses/modules/arch3036.page 
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https://www.southampton.ac.uk/courses/modules/arch3036.page


Later Anglo-Saxon England 
ARCH3043: 3rd Year, 15 credits, Tutor: David Hinton 

Module Aims: 
• Examine the complex factors involved in the social, 

political, religious and economic changes in England 
between c. 800 and c. 1100 AD 

• Investigate the unification of England and the creation 
of a sophisticated governmental structure based upon 
an increasingly formalised  social hierarchy  

• Analyse  and critically assess diverse forms of evidence, 
including archaeological, documentary, architectural 
and numismatic sources 

https://www.southampton.ac.uk/courses/modules/arch3043.page 

Image: Ashmolean Museum 
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